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rabbits, pigeons, rats and guinea pigs." Snails are
also said not to be affected by it.
We have been informed that sulphate of strychnia,
in the dose of thirty to sixty grains will not kill a
hog. It must also be a patent fact that solanine will
not kill potato bugs, while it is certain to kill a man.
We also wish to call attention to the fact that the
dose of veratrum viride that would be harmless to a
white man, would be a very dangerous one to give a
negro. It is also known that on the other hand san¬
tonine is practically non poisonous to the human
family, while it readily kills intestinal parasites.
I do not wish to plead for or against the treatment
of tubercle by gaseous enemeta but from Dr. Lynch's
remarks I believe that he has placed the cart before
the horse; as you read from line 19, page 676, of The
Journal :
Even then, admitting that his mixed gases can destroy the
microbes, which seems highly improbable, in view of the fact
that, they are continually exposed to an atmosphere so highly
charged with carbonic dioxide that its retention in the lungs forfive minutes will produce unconsciousness, it is not clear how
they are to reach the objects intended to be destroyed.
If I understand the theory set forth by Bergeon,
it is the sulphuretted gases that do the work, and the
carbon dioxide is used as a diluent to carry the sulp-
hydric acid gas to the scene of trouble in such con¬
dition, that it shall not cause erosion of the mucous
membrane of the bowels or other tissues with which
it may come in contact.
In the treatment of pulmonary tubercle, who has
seen any marked effect from any kind of treatment?
Let us be cautious in making experiments with this
plan of treatment, and if any benefit can be securedfrom the so-called gaseous enemata we would like to
know it ; if not, lay it away in its sarcophagus to rest
with the dead.
I think Dr. Lynch would have us believe that what
is life to one, is life to all; and that that which will
kill one form of animal life will kill all forms. But as
a matter of fact this is far from being true, as will be
seen from the above quotations. Even among pa¬
tients in the same family, we find that that which will
favor Ufe and health in one member, if continued,
would produce disease and ultimately death in an¬
other of the same blood. Why it is we do not know.
The unknown quantities in the equation of life as yethave not all be«n solved, and much may be learned
from empiricism. Orson Millard, M.D.
Flint, Mich., June 27.
POISONING BY POKE ROOT.
Dear Sir:\p=m-\Onthe evening of March 25, 1887, I
was called in haste to see J. H., a stout, muscular
colored man, 39 years of age, who was said to have
been suddenly attacked with "vomiting and crampsin his bowels." I obtained the following history fromhim. In the afternoon an old vender of domestic
medicines was in the city, with, among other things,
a large quantity of poke root, which he said was
good when put in whiskey to purify the blood. Mypatient asked him if it was not good to chew also,
and upon receiving an affirmative answer, placed a
small piece\p=m-\probably[unk]jor [unk]ij\p=m-\inhis mouth and
began to chew it and swallow the juice. This was
about 3:30 P. M. About one hour later, being thirsty,
he drank a pint of cold water and shortly afterwards
nausea set in, soon followed by vomiting, at first of
the contents of the stomach and then of a greenish
colored and very bitter fluid. He continued to
vomit frequently till 7 p. m. when he began to have
severe pain in his bowels, accompanied by free pur¬gation and hasmatemesis.
When I first saw him, at 7 :3o p. m., he complained
of heaviness in the head and dizziness, was suffering
severely from pain in the abdomen, and said he felt
as though there was a hard lump in his stomach. He
was considerably prostrated and sweating freely;
pulse 90, soft and compressible. At 8 p. m. I gavehim subnit. bismuth, gr. x, morph. sulph. gr. }i, and
ordered it to be repeated in half an hour if he obtained
no relief and also to have hot, dry woolen cloths ap¬plied to his abdomen, and allay his thirst with mucil¬
aginous drinks. At 9 p. m. I saw him again. He
was a little easier, but had vomited three times in the
interim, and each time a considerable quantity of
blood. I now gave him morph. sulp. gr. %. dissolvedin a little cold water, after which the pain soon sub¬
sided. He vomited twice during the succeeding
hour, then fell asleep and awoke the next morning
comparatively well. Alexander Guthrie, M.D.
Cairo, Illinois.
TREATMENT OF DYSPEPSIA.
Dear Sir :\p=m-\In The Journal of July 2 is an arti-
cle giving Dr. Talma's treatment of dyspepsia with
hydrochloric acid. For the last twelve years I have
met with almost unlimited success in treating dyspep-
sia with this agent, though I perhaps use it in stronger
solution than Dr. Talma. I use it in the proportion
of about [unk]ij nitro muriatic acid to [unk]ivwater, believ-
ing that the combination of the two acids is better
than one alone. I invariably give the solution in tea-
spoonful doses immediately after meals. I have
treated some of the most severe cases, and have cured
some of the most obstinate, with this combination.
When the heart is sympathetically affected I have
used tinct. digitalis, gtt. v-vj, three times a day withgood results.
When there is constipation I have of late had ex-
cellent result from a combination of cascara sagrada
and fluid extract juglans cinerea, teaspoonful three
times a day. I insist that my patients should abstain
from tea and coffee, and use either water or milk, es¬pecially buttermilk, which seems to have an excellent
effect upon the stomach and alimentary canal gener¬
ally, giving health and vigor to the absorbent vessels.
When there is much gastric distress after eating afew drops of chloroform will soon relieve the pain.
In severe cases of gastralgia there is nothing better,
in many cases, than oil of cojeput, gtt. v-vj.
In cases of vomiting, chloroform has a soothing
effect, and sometimes a small dose of morphia has agood effect in quieting the nervous system. Or a
mustard plaster or horse radish leaves may be usedIn some cases in which the patient uses tobacco I
forbid it, and the patient gets well without medicine.
Harmon, 111., July 5. Wm. Henry, M.D.
Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a Simon Fraser University User  on 06/09/2015
